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It was in the brilliant light of ihe‘?iqjcct Art Show's room on

| Friday, the first day of the conventiom. Some rather exuberant young

fan (secis 1ike;tugyfrciall.getfing'gxubc;ant,’the§gvgays)_cam¢:squin-1*
ting at my name-badge and exclaimed, "Joe Gibson, is itz Then he

So you really don't have hornms, after all --"

\geered up' at. my pepper-gray crewcut andfadded;?somgwhat‘hogﬁtfuliy,?"

W'"Th#ygareﬁ*t»fhatfqbviods;”‘I erwi§d;f And he Vanished.

. I haven't the lcast idea who'he .was. I distinctly do not recall™
any of the.new fonnish faces I met, where or when, -I don't remember
when I first sighted oldtime fans 1'd known for years'and hadn't seen
in years -~ the convention was so loaded with these old mossbacks, I
told Robbie I should be going gbout with 2 dusicloth, brushing the . =

cobwebs off them! And there were oldtimefs I'd hiown for ‘years but

was neeting personally for the first time, I have no recollection of
what time Roscoe Wright introduced hi:sel?:Che and I corresponded =
sonething 1lilke 20.years agol) but I récognized hinm later and we' eased
into the bar for a quiet bull-session,.. I asked Rotbie just now, and

she's: told me when Wrai Dallard'met us (and I 'supposc it happened that
way) but to ne, it seems like he was always there. The thing I'have to
get accusfonied to”is that lhie isn't here, .now, It seems like he should
be. And I'd nsked others what Christine Moskowitz was 1iké --'but’ '
none of them could have known Sam's wife is the kind of people I knew
in the frontier enviromment of northwestern New Mexico and that I'd

like her irmediately. . . N

.. .And there were others .., in fact, there was quite easily morc’ -
than a hundred fans I cnjoyed meeting and gabbidg with but can't sort
out in ny nemory-banks now,: Sure, there were also sone jokers whonm I
ignored -- somc who had been quite noisy about how they wouldn't cone
to this convention, and it could've done as well withopt then =- but -
that nere handful was so insignificant in the ‘great mob of fans that
it didn't matter. . . . U v ULt

"It was a big convention. I heard the attendance was something

~over 500 fans, that the Leamington had quickly run out of rooms -- too

bad more of us locallites. didn't commute from our homies and leave
hotel roons for others -~ and: that they had to stop selling banquet -

tickets because they'd completely filled the banquet room to capacity!l:
Such‘fﬁ%n~5‘8implg;areﬁ't supposed to happen to any llorld Con held out.
here on the West Coast, Not that much, amyway. .~ - - =+ . 7

. Well, it happened. Officially, the Pacificor Il lasted through
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Since the "convention" Robbie .
and' I attended hpd begun for us on July 25thy. as' I reported here last-
ish, we were determined that it should end.on Monday, 'September 7th' --
but it didn'ty it ended on Tuesday, = . 0T Lo o

.. Friday morning, we got up just before noon, fed the cats and
loaded up the car. There was the Games Burcau bundle to .deliver to -
the~N?E Roon1, ;2 large double-roll of raffle tickets, a'2-1b. coffee
can with a slot in its plastic lid, and @ 3' by 4" 1id from:a wooden
backing case, sprayed gold, with pages fronm g2 thumbtacked to it ---

,.,TBE“dealxwa§,fhis:;with¢ptfjelliqé}dnydhc~(eXCept the Pacificon
Comnittce, and then only to get, titcir permission) we had- dssembled one
fulyjs§t‘quthe,11.is;uesquvg,,whicu}qontqiﬁed,tuc~complcte "Starship
Series™, - We put them into ‘a heavy manila folder, to which I tuped an
ink drawing I'd dane, for the job.: We'thngred»ub,extxa«éheeisﬁoffihﬁ“'Q-
illos which appeared all through that "Starship Series" and if I a0 '
say so, t@ey nade‘quite a display on that packing-case 1id.  In the -
mxés%{of it, then, we put a sign saying "25¢. - A 'Bit Extra' Raffle"
and uaat‘the;px;gg'ansigted;of, and what the purpose of all this























































